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In a notice on p. 240 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 235-37. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a list of the reports issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period will be found on pp. 238-40. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries relating Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

ae dian Trad, Curator of which Section further particulars 
— ® may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries——A Scotch firm wish to appoint responsible 
Canadian resident agents in the leading cities for the sale of Clyde 
refined sugars. 

A Lendon house seek the services of an influential Canadian 
agent {o deal in French w:n2s and champaznes. 

A fim of manufacturing confectioners are prepared to appoint a 
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Canadian agent who is in a position to advantageously introduce 
their specialities to the trade. 

A London manufacturer’s agent, long established, wishes to hear 
from Canadian manufacturers and shippers desiring representation. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of: the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, 8.W. 


The “Monetary Times” (Toronto) of 11th ult. states that the 

tin ieten Ottawa City Council has decided to call for 

- Otta — tenders for the installation of a municipal 

telephone system, in accordance with the bye- 

law voted last January. It is to consist of 4,000 subscribers, 

and the cost of the service is not to exceed 20 dols. per annum per 
telephone. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


With reference to an application received at the Board of Trade 

relating to the supply of rye grass and other 
at Gener Gente. cation has been received at the Colonial Office 

from Lord Milner, High Commissioner of 
British South Africa and Administrator of the Orange River 
Colony to the effect that, although that Colony has not at present 
called for quotations for grass seeds from any firm, there will be, 
so far as can be seen at present, a large future demand for Italian 
rye grass and Lucerne seeds in addition to small quantities of 
cocksfoot and sainfoin. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Straits Settlements ‘‘Government Gazette” of 27th March 
a last contains the text of an Ordinance assented 
Materials Y to by His Excellency the Governor of the 
in Si is Colony on the 25th March, authorising the 
‘Geartea, construction of tramways within the Settlement 
of Singapore. 
admitted. The “Gazette” containing the Ordinance, 
which gives detailed particulars of the require- 
ments as regards construction, motive power, bye-laws, fares, 
rates for supply of electric energy, &c., &c., may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
In Article 79 of the provisions of the above Ordinance, it is 
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provided that all engines, boilers, electrical. generating apparatus 
and power-station equipment, car bodies and electrical equipment 
therefor, including motors, shall be of British manufacture ; and 
the Governor in Council may, in case the same or any of them 
shall not be of British manufacture, forfeit the same and for this 
purpose remove the same and dispose thereof as he may think fit 
for the benefit of the Government. 


AUSTRALIA. 


An announcement appears in the New South Wales “ Government 
Tenders for Gazette” of 14th March, to the effect that 
Bridge tenders will be received at the Department of 
Gustendion in Public Works, Sydney, New South Wales, up 
New South Wales. © two o’clock p.m. on Monday the 16th June, 
* from persons willing to contract for the con- 
struction of a steel lift bridge over the Murray River at Barham 
and Koondrook. 

Plan, specification, and form of tender may be seen at the Office 
of the Commissioner and Principal Engineer for Roads and 
Bridges, Sydney, New South Wales, and at the Department of 
Public Works, Melbourne. 

The “Gazette” containing the general conditions of tender 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
neg from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania stating 
that tenders in sealed envelopes, marked 
* Gjaerdematerialier” for the supply of seven 
strand (wire No. 15), galvanised fence wire No. 5 (Birmingham 
wire gauge), fence cloth (‘ gjaerdedug ”) andf ence posts of iron, 
can be addressed to “Styrelsens Expeditions, Kontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania,” where they will be received not later than 3 p.m. on 
Tuesday, 20th inst. 

A receipt is given for the safe delivery of the tender. No 
responsibility is taken where a tender is delivered without a 
receipt being obtained for it. 

Further regulations and conditions can be inspected at the 
Railway Directors’ Office, Christiania. Provided that the tenderer 
in his tender makes no reservation to the contrary, these con- 
ditions will be regarded as expressly accepted by him and as a 
foundation for the eventual delivery of the goods. 


JOLT 


az 
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Tenders sent in by telegraph, or telegrams sent in to modify 
tenders already despatched, must bear the above mark immediately 
after the address. Tenders, or telegrams bearing on tenders, 
which do not bear the above mark, and which are consequently 
opened before the expiration of the time allowed for the tender, 
will be returned to the sender. Those which arrive too late 
will be disregarded, or, where possible, returned to the sender 
unopened. 

The right is reserved to accept part or all of any tender, or to 
refuse them all. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 
to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian tenders. [See notice on 
p- 652 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 20th June last.] 


FRANCE. 


A Presidential Decree appears in the French “ Journal Officiel ” of 
20th ult., authorising the work of extending 
Harbour Works the outer harbour at Nice at an estimated cost 


at Nice. of 2,700,000 francs (108,0001.). 


BELGIUM. 


A notification appears in the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” 
‘ of 24th ult., that tenders will be received up to 
a the 16th June next, to be opened at atidey on 
Work. the 20th idem., at the “ Direction du Service 
spécial de la Meuse,” 2, Rue Forgeur, Liége, 
for the work of rectifying the course of the Ourthe between 
Chénée and Liége, and for the construction work in connection 
therewith. The estimated cost is 5,160,000 francs (206,400/.), 
and a deposit of 200,000 francs (8,000/.) is required. Plans and 
conditions of contract may be obtained at 15, Rue des Augustins, 
Brussels. 


In the “ Moniteur Belge” of the 25th ult. it is announced that 
tenders will be opened on the 28th inst. by 
the “Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer 
Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue .de la Science, 
Brussels, for the construction of the section of 
the line from Tongres to Cortessem. 

The upset price of the work is 194,774 francs (7,790/.), and a 
deposit of 19,000 francs (7601.) is required. Tenders by registered 
letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Company 
at the address given above, where they will be received not later 
than the 27th May. Plans, estimates, and conditions of contract 


Tenders for 
Railway 
Construction. 
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may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. 
Vierendeel, No. 24, Chaussée de Saint-Trond, Hasselt. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on payment of 
1 franc (16d.). 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the article on pp. 13-19 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 2nd January last, relating to the 


openings for the sale of Irish mackerel in Spain, 
he Prabae the following extract from the report of H.M. 


Consul at Corunna is of interest :— 

‘As the result of inquiries made in the autumn of 1901, it was 
found that there is a good market for the sale of pickled mackerel, 
at remunerative prices, both here and at the other ports on this 
coast, not so much for consumption, but as bait for sea bream, the 
fishing for which is a very important industry in all the north- 
western coasts of Spain, and large quantities are daily sent to the 
Madrid market. Just at the time these inquiries were being made 
there was no supply of pickled mackerel for bait, a very high price 
would have been paid, and there was a splendid opportunity for 
the opening of a good and steady business. ‘his bait is used in 
considerable quantities at all the ports on these north-west coasts 
during the fishing season for sea bream, viz., end of September to 
middle of February. A supply will be required next autumn, and 
there will be an opening for any British firms dealing in this 
article, as the President of the Fisheries Board here has stated to 
me that a remunerative business can be done, provided, of course, 
that the pickled mackerel supplied are suitable and of good 
quality. I shall be very happy to procure any further informa- 
tion required, and to assist in every way firms who may entertain 
the idea of this business.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Vivero, in ~ Consular district of 
. Corunna, reports as follows on openings for 
motes ae “Having recently visited the town and 
— neighbourhood of Vivero, I have the honour to 
submit the following report in order to make this district better 
known, for it appears to me that it offers opportunities for British 
enterprise, and it is to such places as Vivero that are beginning to 
show signs of commercial activity that British merchants and 
manufacturers should turn their attention. 
“‘ At present Vivero’s commerce is chiefly in connection with the 
fishing industry, and a large majority of the inhabitants are wholly 
employed in it. 
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' “The sardines from this coast are famous throughout Spain, and 

a ready market is also found for them in many Italian ports. 

“The importance of Vivero, however, is in the rich minerals to 
be found in its neighbourhood, chiefly iron, and there is a marked 
activity in obtaining mining concessions, but although many have 
been granted, there is only one set of mines working, owned by a 
German company, bearing a British name, and with offices 
established in London, viz., ‘The Vivero Iron Ore Company, 
Limited.’ 

“ Well-known firms in Bilbao foresee the future importance of 
Vivero, and negotiations are being carried on with a view of 
opening up the mines.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th ult. contains a Royal Order 
; authorising the purchase by private negotiation 
ys of all the materials that may be required during 
UPP four years for the works in charge of the 

Comandancia de Ingenieros” of San Sebastian. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
resented up to 5 p.m. on 31st inst. in the 
mics office of the of Agriculture, Industry, 
cshigiaia Commerce, and Public Works, Madrid, or in 
any of the Civil Government Offices of the peninsula, and which 
will be opened at 1 p.m. on 5th prox. for the works of the metal 
bridge over the River Ter, on the high road from Figueras to 
Cors4, in the province of Gerona, at the upset price of 431,261°75 
pesetas, or about 12,4727. A provisional deposit of 22,000 pesetas, 
or about 636/., is required to qualify any tender. The estimate, 
conditions, and plan of the work may be seen in the Ministry 
above named in Madrid, and in the office of the Civil Government 
of the province of Gerona. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. " 


ROUMANIA. 
The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” of 27th ult. contains an 


Tenders for announcement that tenders will be opened on 

the 31st May/13th June at the Town Hall, 

ae Lighting Calarashi-Stirbeiu, for the concession of the 

eemones electric lighting of the town for a period of 

35 years. A preliminary deposit of 12,000 fr. (480/.) is required 
to qualify any tender, and a final deposit of 24,000 fr. (960/.). 
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BRAZIL. 


The Board of. Trade | received, through the ter nate 
copy of a telegram from H.M. Legation at Rio 
. de Janeiro, stating that tenders will be. received 
t Pernambuco, Within 90 days from the 22nd April for harbour 
at —_worksand harbour improvementsat Pernambuco. 
Further particulars will be published in a forthcoming number of 
the “ Journal.” 


JAPAN. 


It is reported in the “Japan Weekly Mail” of 22nd March, that 
Dock the Mitsu Bishi Shipbuilding Yard of Nagasaki 
denciemmion te have decided to construct a large dock on the 
N " left side of Tategami dock, where ground extend- 
<ounki. ing to 5,000 tsubo* has been allotted for the 


purpose. The work will occupy three years. 


* Tsubo = 3°95 square yards, 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (Two Montss). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 6-7 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 3rd ult., the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of the 28th March publishes statistics 
showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the two months 
ended 28th February, 1902, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1901. The following tables show the total value of the 
imports and exports, including transit trade in both cases, of the 
principal and other articles into and from the Colony during the 
periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


5 Two Months Two Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 28th ended 28th 
February, 1901. | February, 1902. 


Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 
chicory, coffee, confectionery and cocoa, 
meats, rice, sugar, and tea) . 

Metals and metal manufactures (includes 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) 

Haberdashery and millinery 

Cotton manufactures... 

Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (ne 0. 

Wearing apparel (includes hats) 

Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness) 

Wood, and manufactures of (includes pe 
and cabinetware) 

Corn, &c. ( flour, maize, oats, wheat) «. 

Alcoholic beverages (includes beer, and 
spirits) . 

Tobacco of all sorts 

Stationery (includes books) 

Coal, coke and patent fuel 

Woollen manufactures ... 

Drugs and chemicals... 

Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 

Soap and candles... 

Oil, mineral 

J ewellery and plated ware 

Pipes, iron and earthen .. 

Earthenware and crockery 

Agricultural implements 

Linen manufactures 

Cement ... 

Paints and colours 

allsorts... 
Dynamite and blasting compounds | 
All articles of merchandise 


Total merchandise ses 
Articles for the 


Specie 


Grand total, imports... £ 3,364,000 4,710,000 


NotE.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for the 
army are partly contracted for on the spot. 


200 

£ £ 

326,000 497,000 
| 300,000 424,000 

214,000 310,000 
200,000 - 296,000 

139,000 296,000 

172,000 296,000 

165,000 233,000 

157,000 224,000 

258,000 197,000 

93,000 151,000 

46,000 137,000 

72,000 115,000 

53,000 92,000 

57,000 86,000 

39,000 58,000 

28,000 54,000 

28,000 46,000 

17,000 25,000 

16,000 24,000 

17,000 20,000 

14,000 20,000 

16,000 19,000 

14,000 18,000 

10,000 18,000 

10,000 15,000 

| 16,000 10,000 
13,000 9,000 

563,000 639,000 

3,052,000 4,329,000 

278,000 361,000 


May 1, 1902.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 201 


Trade of Cape Colony (Two Months). 


Exports from Cape Colony. 


Two Months Two Months 


Principal and other Articles. ended 28th ended 28th 
February, 1901. | February, 1902. 


Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) ... 238,000 339,000 
Hair, Angora... 42,000 135,000 
Hides and skins ... 65,000 65,000 
All other articles of merchandise ae al 31,000 33,000 


Total merchandise 
Imported goods, re-exported 98,000 49,000 


Grand total, exports... £ 1,448,000 1,739,000 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Buenos Ayres.—The recently issued report of H.M. Consul at 
Buenos Ayres (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,767) states that 
business men there complain of home exporters not deeming it 
worth while to give effect to detailed instructions as to making 
and packing. Three instances of this explain what is meant :— 

Some British exporters of spirits persist in bottling in reputed 
quarts of six to a gallon, in place of litres of which 4°54 go toa 
aC Duty is charged as if the bottles contained litres, hence a 
Oss. 

Floor tiles once paid import duty per square yardt, but now 
they are charged by weight, consequently weight has become of 
great importance. American manufacturers are now producing 
their tiles of light material, and are absorbing the market. 
British wall tiles, though otherwise superior, arrive at Buenos 
Ayres “ cruzed”; Spanish do not, and are preferred. 

Metal baths, with or without taps, are valued for Customs 
purposes at 7/., and on this an ad valorem duty of 25 per cent. is 
charged. From the United States the baths come complete with 
connections, &c. The British manufacturers send baths and taps 
separate, in which case duty has to be paid on the taps in addition 
to that levied on the bath. , 


— containing over half a litre are charged duty as though they contained 
a litre, 

T «e., By the thousand, with one rate for tiles under 13 centimetres and another 
for larger tiles, 


— 
£ £ 
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The following memorandum by the Hon. Mr. A. T. Arundel, 
C.S.1, LC.S.,.on railway projects in British India for the forth- 
coming financial year, is published in an extraordinary number of the 
“Gazette of India” for 19th March last, together with a series of 
statements in detail relating to such projects :— 

“In preparing ‘the programme of anticipated railway capital 
expenditure for the year 1902-1903, I have kept the same classifi- 
cation as was adopted by my predecessor, Sir A. Trevor, last year. 
The proposed allotments for open lines (a) are first shown, including 
the provision of rolling stock, and the other requirements for the 
maintenance and development of traffic; (b) next, the funds 
necessary for the steady prosecution and early completion of lines 
already in progress; and finally (c), the amounts to be allotted for 
the construction of new lines. ” 

Statement A shows these figures to be as follows :— 

Budget for 


1902-1903. 
Rs. 1,000 


(a) Open lines and rolling stock... nie 5,50,82 
(>) Lines already under construction ‘vt 4,54,76 


10,05,58 | 
(c) New lines proposed to be begun in 1902-3 94,42 


11,00,00 


Mr. Arundel further on in the memorandum, points out that no 
detailed figures are given of the probable expenditure on railways 
in the years 1903-1904 and 1904-1905, as any such details must 
necessarily be misleading, but it may be remarked there is no 
reason to suppose that the requirements for works necessary for 
dealing with existing traffic and the development of railways will 
be in any degree less in those years than during 1902-1903; on 
contrary, it is probable that they will continue to increase year 

y year. 

Turning to the details of the year just closing, the amount 
originally proposed for expenditure on railway construction in 
1901-1902 was Rs. 9,25,00,000, which was afterwards raised by 
supplementary grants to Rs. 10,32,44,000. There has, however, 
been a large lapse on this grant of about Rs. 93,89,000 owing to 
short outlay in England against the sums set aside for the purchase 
of rolling stock, stores, &c. 

A portion of this has been utilised in commencing construction 
works on the Allahabad-Fyzabad and Jech-Doab railway, the 
Dhanbaid Chord and other lines in the Jherriah Colliery and the 
Kabul River Bridge. These lapses, however, cannot be foreseen 
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until it is too late in the year to do much towards utilising them 
by increased expenditure in India. 

After providing for the requirements of “ open lines” and “ lines 
under construction,” the programme for “new construction” 
provides for an expenditure of Rs. 1,89,68,000 in the forthcoming 
year on the following 12 projects :— 

1. Allahabad-Fyzabad: 2.Jech-Doab: 3. Bengal-Nagpore, Jherriah 
and Grand Chord link: 4. East Indian railway, Grand Chord and 
Colliery lines: 5. Godhra-Baroda Chord: 6. Azikhal-Mangalore : 
7. Henzada-Kyangin: 8. Ranaghat-Moorshedabad: 9. Lower 
Sind Extensions: 10. Rewari-Phulera Chord: 11. Indus Bridge 
(Khushalgarh): 12. Other military lines. 

Owing to the lapses on the grant referred to above, it has been 
found possible to put in hand the first four projects during the 
current year, and the allotment now made of 130 lakhs will enable 
these lines to be carried on with energy. 

It is intended to proceed with the next four projects during the 
approaching working season, so that full provision has been made 
for eight out of the twelve. 

The remaining four will be held in abeyance at present, pending 
the usual consideration of the financial position next autumn, as it 
is not desirable to embark on new lines unless they can be carried 
to completion within a reasonable time. 

In last year’s memorandum it was said that owing partly to 
the unfortunate continuance of famine conditions during the 
earlier months of the year 1900-1901, and partly to the movement 
of an unusually heavy crop of rice in Burma and of cotton in 
Bombay, a surplus of about 23} lakhs was expected in the railway 
revenue account of the year. This expectation has been more than 
fulfilled, the surplus amounted to over 483 lakhs. 

The estimates for 1901-1902 allowed for a deficit of about 
243 lakhs on the assumption that the ordinary improvement to be 
expected from general development of traffic and from additions to 
the open mileage would be counterbalanced by the loss of the 
specially heavy traffic due to famine. The revised estimates, how- 
ever, anticipate a surplus of nearly 1} crores. This result is due 
chiefly to the large development of both passenger and goods 
traffic attendant on the return of more favourable seasons, but also 
in some degree to the continuance of the special famine traffic. 
The estimates for 1902-1903 anticipate a surplus of about 
443 lakhs. 

The subjoined table shows the progress made in the development 
of railway communication, including lines financed by Native 
States or Companies outside the programme, during the year 
1901-1902 :— 
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Mileage. 


At commencement of year. During the year. 


Commenced,| Sanctioned, | Opened or 
Opened. but not but not | likely to be} Sanctioned. 
open. commenced. | opened. 


1901-1902 aor | 1,863* | 282 437 633 


* Of which, 861 miles will probably be ready for opening in 1902-1903, 


A memorandum on the construction of railways is attached to 
the above. It shows that, after making allowance for corrections 
of mileage, the total length of open line at the end of the fiscal - 
year would be 25,528°88 miles; of which there would be :— 

Miles. 
Metre gauge __... 10,725 
2 ft. 6 in. and 2 ft. 0 in. gauges on fis 715 


25,529 
The mileage under actual or impending construction on the 
Ist April this year is 2,284°27 miles. 
The number of miles completed during 1901-1902 was 459. 
Another statement is also given showing the lines under 
ee for construction by private agency. 

e whole series of statements may be consulted in detail, by 
those interested, at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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SUGAR CONSUMPTION IN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of a statement prepared 
by the Treasury Bureau of Statistics, regarding the sugar con- 
sumption of the United States of America, the amount produced 
in that country of cane and beet, separately stated ; the amount 
produced in its insular territory, Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the 
Philippines; the amount imported from Cuba, the amount from 
other tropical territory, and the amount from the beet sugar 
producing countries of Europe. 

The sugar consumption of the United States of America has 
grown from 1,272,426,342 lbs. in 1870, to 5,313,987,840 lbs. in 
1901 ; or, from 33 Ibs. per capita in 1870 to 68 lbs. per capita in 
1901. Ofthe 5,313,987,840 lbs. consumed in 1901, 985,568,640 Ibs., 
or more than one-sixth, were produced in the United States ; 
852,205,760 lbs., or about another sixth, were produced in the insular 
possessions, while the remainder, amounting to 3,476,213,440 lbs., 
or about two-thirds of the total consumption, represented imports 
for consumption. Of the total imports during the calendar year 
1901, 1,302,860,514 lbs. were from Cuba; 686,676,954 lbs. from 
the East Indies, chiefly Java; 1,122,898,887 lbs. from other cane 
sugar countries; and 599,774,613 lbs. from the beet sugar 
countries of Europe. 

Of the 985,568,640 lbs. of sugar produced in the United States, 
about one-third was from beets and two-thirds from cane. Of that 
withdrawn from the insular possessions, all was from cane, as was 
also all of that from Cuba and from the other tropical territory ; 
while, of the 599,774,613 lbs. of beet sugar imported, 
484,344,004 Ibs. came in the unrefined condition, and 
115,430,609 lbs. refined. ; 

The following table shows the total sugar consumption of the 
United States stated in tons, in each of the last ten years, and the 
quantity supplied by beet and cane production in the United 
States :— 


Of which produced in the 


United States. 


Total 
Consumption. 


Calendar Year. 


Cane. 


' Tons. Tons. 3 
1892 1,853,370 204,064 12,000 
1,906,758 235,886 16,000 
1894 eee 2,012,714 271,336 20,443 
1895 1,949,744 324,506 30,000 
wb 1,960,086 243,220 40,000 
1897 2,070,978 310,537 39,684 
1898 2,002,902 252,812 34,453 
1899 ian 2,078,068 160,400 62,826 
1900 ese ane 2,219,847 174,450 82,736 


1901 ove ose vee 2,372,314 292,150 124,859 
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THE PORTLAND CEMENT INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a report on Portland cement manufacture in the United 
j States, from which it appears that the quantity of cement imported 
i into that country during each of the years 1897 to 1901 inclusive 
. was as in the following table, the several countries of origin being 
distinguished :— 

Imports of Cement. 


1900. 1901. 


Barrels. Barrels, 
United Kingdom ... 199,633 267,921 37,391 
Belgium = 624,149 826,289 303,181 
France 15,649 32,710 11,771 
1,193,822 1,155,550 555,039 
Other European countries... 68,348 75,827 19,078 
British North America 4,398 4,517 6,066 
Other countries... 2,389 23,869 6,808 


Total 2,108,388 2,386,683 939,334 


In an article published in the “ Cement and Engineering News ” 

| for February, it is stated that there were 8,482,020 barrels of 

Portland cement manufactured in the United States in the year 
1900, chiefly in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, an increase of 
2,829,754 barrels, or 50°1 per cent. over the product of 1899. 

The capacity of the works operating in 1901 was 13,260,000 
barrels, and the probable capacity of the works operating and 
building in 1902 is 16,410,000 barrels. 

The report goes on to say that the great increase in the use of 
Portland cement is most striking. New applications for this 
material are being constantly found ; it is more and more used in 
making concrete to take the place of stone for bridge abutments, 
retaining walls and breakwaters, and at present low prices is” 
making considerable inroads on the former market for natural 
cement. 

The better grades of Portland cement are now sold in the Lehigh 
Valley at less than 1 dol. per barrel in bulk at mill, and in the 
central section at prices closely approaching this figure. At 
present prices there is a profit for none but those manufacturers 

who are favourably situated, and producing on a large scale. 


| 
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PRODUCTION OF OPEN-HEARTH STEEL IN THE 
UNITED STATES 1N 1901. 


‘According to the “ Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel 
Association for 10th ult., the total production of open-hearth steel 
in the United States in 1901, including direct steel castings, was 
4,656,309 gross tons, against 8, $98,135 tons in 1900, an increase 
of 1 258, 174 tons, or over 37 percent. ‘The production of open- 


hearth steel has more than doubled in the last four years, having 
increased from 2,230,292 tons in 1898, to the figures above given 
for 1901. 

The following table gives the production of open-hearth steel 
ingots and castings, by States, since 1898 :— 


States, 1898, 1899. 1900. | 1901. 


Gross tons. 
170,876 
82,985 
3,594,763 
184,943 
898,522 
224,220 


4,656,309 


Gross tons. 
74,522 
67,361 

2,699,502 
130,191 
285,551 
141,008 


3,398,135 


Gross tons. 
57,124 
61,461 

2,393,811 
117,458 
246,183 

71,279 


2,947,316 


Gross tons. 
New England 47,381 
New York and New J. satan 47,957 
1,817,521 
Ohio.. 79,886 
Other States 54,444 


Total ... 2,230,292 


In 1900, the production of open-hearth steel by the basic process 
amounted to 2,545,091 tons and by the acid process to 853,044 
tons. In 1901, 3,618,993 tons were made by the basic process 
and 1,037,316 tons were made by the acid process, as follows :— 


Basic open- 


Acid open- 
hearth steel. 


States. hearth steel, 


New England 


New York and New J Jersey 


Ohio ... 
Illinois 
Other States... 


Total... 


Gross tons. 
87,529 
46,805 

2,840,230 
120,146 
353,395 
170,888 


Gross tons, 
83,347 
36,180 

754,533 
64,797 
45,127 
53,332 


224, 220 


3,618,993 


1,037,316 


4,656,309 


The total production of open-hearth steel castings in 1901, 
included above, amounted to 301,622 gross tons, of which 94, 94) 
tons were made by the basic process, and 206,681 tons were made 
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Production of Open-hearth Steel in the United States in 1901. 


by the acid process. In 1900 the production of open-hearth steel 
castings amounted to 177,491 tons, of which 42,644 tons were 
made by the basic process, and 134 847 tons by the acid process. 
The following table gives the production, by States, of open- 
hearth steel castings by the acid and basic processes in 1901 :— 


States. Acid Castings. dates Total. 


New England, New York, anal Gross tons. Gross tons, Gross tons. 
New Jersey 33,165 3,989 37,154 

Pennsylvania oe 104, 631 3,855 108,486 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Sila 
States... 68,885 87,097 155,982 
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AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN GUATEMALA. 


A despatch dated 14th March has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Legation at Guatemala, enclosing a report 
drawn up by H.M. Consul at that City, on machinery made in 
and imported into Guatemala for agricultural purposes, from 
which the following extracts have been made :— 

“Tt may first be broadly stated that the large majority of the 
machinery employed in Guatemala is that used in the coffee and 
sugar raising industries, and that while most of the coffee cleaning 
plant is brought from England, that which is used on sugar 
plantations comes from the United States of America. The 
smaller implements come in about equal quantities from both 
countries. 

“There are only one or two houses in Guatemala which 
manufacture machinery and agricultural implements. I have 
ascertained from them that the following are the articles which 
are made by them for use here :— 

“ Coffee drying machines worked with hot air, live steam or 
exhaust steam, and of 20, 30, 60, or 90 quintal capacity. 

** Coffee-pulpers, coffee washing machinery, coffee sorters or 
separators, coffee peelers, elevators for coffee. 

‘“‘ Sugar-cane mills for steam and water power, iron sugar pans, 
sugar evaporating pans, Pelton wheels of all sizes, iron water 
wheels under and over shot, iron work for water wheels, turbine 
wheels, steam boilers (Heine’s patent), tubular up to 60 h.p., 
Couliss engine up to 50 h.p., lift and force pumps, couplings and 
bearings and cast-iron pulleys, single and double circular saw- 
mills, and all kinds of casting of brass and iron. 

‘“‘ Although these local works no longer do the business they 
did in former years they are still in a flourishing condition, and 
are largely employed for works of repair and in making smaller 
pieces of machinery.” 

As the result of enquiries made on a visit to one of the largest 
coffee and sugar plantations in the country, the Consul writes :-— 

“The coffee pulpers are made by and got from a London 
firm ; the coffee washers and the boilers are made by the same 
firm. The Pelton driving wheels have been brought from the 
United States, while the dynamo used for the electric lighting 
is of German manufacture. 

“The coffee dryers, of which there are two of 75 quintal 
capacity, are worked, by the Guardeola hot-air system, and are 
made by the same London firm alluded to above. 

“The machine known as the Trilla, for breaking and partially 
cleaning the coffee, is one of Anderson’s patent, and was manu- 
factured by a German firm. The separator (15 revolutions per 
minute) is by the same London firm. 

“The sugar plant, which is very large, was got entirely from 
a Liverpool firm. The weighing apparatus has been supplied from 
the United States. 
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Agricultural Machinery in Guatemala. 


“I may add, merely to show the scale on which work is carried 
on upon this plantation (Concepcion), that. it extends over 3,000 
acres and produces annually from 10,000 to 12,000 quintals of 
coffee ; 30, $00 quintals of sugar ; 100, 000 litres of milk ; 300,000 
bottles of aguardiente, with some 2,000 head of cattle ; while from 
900 to 1,300 labourers are employed. All the machinery is of 
the newest and most improved kind, and no expense has been 
spared with regard to this branch. The plantation may be 
regarded as a sample of the large foreign-owned plantations of 
the country, of which there are many; and it may be taken for 
granted that most of the machinery used in these other plantations 
comes from the same sources.’ 

After giving a long list of foreign machinery, and makers 
thereof, imported by German houses, the Consul remarks that the 
German houses are the largest importers of agricultural machinery 
in the country, owing probably to the fact that the large majority 
of foreign planters are ee who prefer to patronise their 
countrymen. 

As to what machinery may best be imported into Guatemala, it 
is extremely difficult to offer any opinion. The industry of the 
country consisting almost wholly in the raising of coffee and sugar 
crops, machinery employed in these industries seems to be that 
most certain of a sale, and the demand for such machines is very 
fixed in amount, as most of the plantations have already got all 
their plant and only require new pieces from time to time as the 
old machinery becomes worn, or when some new patent is 
discovered and issued which materially lessens the labour required 
or improves or increases the product. There is a constant demand 
for smaller agricultural implements, such as ‘“ machetes,” knives, 
hoes, spades, &c. 

“The Consul concludes his report as follows :— 

“ T may add that I have just been informed that there is a con- 
siderable demand for some improved form of plough. It appears 
that: the ordinary plough imported from the United States or 
Europe is not very satisfactory. The soil here becomes baked to a 
hardness of steel, and the share or knife of the plough generally in 
use glances and slips on the earth’s surface. hat is wanted is a 
plough so shaped as to point its share deeper into the ground, so 
as to turn over a good furrow and not to slip on the top of the hard 
earth. From what I am told, I believe a considerable business 
might be done if ploughs were imported which realised these 
requirements.” 


if 
210 
i 
] 
i 
i 
2 


May 1) 1902. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 211 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through so 

. Foreign Office, to the effect that the under- 

oe mentioned changes in the Customs Tariff of 

; Sweden are in contemplation, having already 

received Parliamentary approval, and only awaiting the sanction 

of the King. It is understood that the changes will probably 
come into force on the 1st January, 1903. 


Photographic apparatus*— 
Kron. ore. 


Weighing 5 kilogs. or more .. «perkilog, 1 00 

less than 5 kilogs. _.... one 5 00 

No. 238 of the Tariff is to read as follows: 

(additions to the section are printed in 
italic type)— 

Optical instruments, not specified, includ- 
ing opera glasses and telescopes, eye- 
glasses, and all kinds of optical glasses, 
when mounted; barometers, mano- 
meters, and thermometers 2 00 


” 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Reduction copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 

on tension Madrid, enclosing a translation of a Bill which 
D : was presented to the Spanish Cortes on the 
or reduction of the import duties leviable upon 

cattle and upon the kinds of meat included under Nos. 320 and 
322 of the Spanish Customs Tariff. ; 
The Ambassador adds that the high prices of meat and the 
cattle make it probable that the Bill 
come law without delay. 


* Hitherto not specially tariffed. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Official Gazette of 

ee Gestees British Guiana, dated 29th March, 1902, con- 

Tariff taining a copy of an Ordinance (No. 8 of 1902) 

: fixing the tariff of duties on goods imported 

into British Guiana from the date of its publication to the 31st 
March, 1903. 

The present Ordinance repeals Ordinances Nos. 1, 9, and 11 of 
1901, notices relating to which have appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” at various dates,* while it, at the same time, re- 
imposes the rates of duty previously in force, with the exception 
of those on the following articles :— 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 


Motor cars—not seating more than four ... $ 80+ 
For each additional seat above four ... _— ae ony $ 20 
Paints and colours ground in oils or any other liquid Per ewt. 60 cents. + 
Soap and soap powders, perfumed, fancy and toilet soaps, in- 

cluding medicinal and medicated soaps— 

Costing 6 cents perlb.andover. .. ... Ib. 6 cents.¢ 
» less than 6 cents per lb., and not less than 4 cents 
per lb. ... ese lb. 2 cents. 

All other kinds of soap 3 cent.t 
Machinery for the reaping and preparation for the market of 
Mowing machines when the Comptroller of Customs is satisfied 
that such are imported for agricultural purposes oon pee Free. 
Mechanics’ tools in use = Free. 
Pipes to be exclusively used for the sinking of artesian wells ... Free. 


The Ordinance also provides that when “ gunpowder, dynamite, 
“ fireworks or other explosives are imported for exportation, or in 


“ transit, no duty shall be levied thereon if the regulations relating 
“ to the treatment of the said articles are complied with.” 


The copy of the Ordinance may be seen by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


* Se “Board of Trade Journal” for 4th Ayril, 1901, 20th June, 1901, and 
11th July, 1:01. 


+ With an additional charge of 5°/, on the duty leviable. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


ST. LUCIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Administrator of 

St. Lucia, a copy of an Order-in-Council, dated 

Prohibitions. 10th April, 1902, prohibiting, under Section 

109 (1) of the Customs Ordinance, 1888, the 

importation of all cattle into St. Lucia from Porto Rico, except 
under the following conditions :-—— 

(1) That the master of the vessel in which such cattle are 
imported shall, on arrival at this port, cause such cattle to be 
examined by the Health officer in such manner and at such place 
as the Health officer may require and at the cost of the master of 
such vessel. 

(2) That such master shall obtain a written certificate from the 
Health officer that such cattle are free from glanders and sha!l 
produce such certificate to the treasurer. 

A copy of a Prociamation, dated 3rd April, 1902, has also been 
received prohibiting the importation into the Colony, directly or 
indirectly, of any cocoa plants or parts or portions whatever of a 
cocoa tree, from the Continent of South America, east and south 
of the Isthmus of Panama. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 16th ult. contains the 
. .@ text of a Valuation Tariff* in use by the 
——— Tariff Customs Authorities of Egypt, for the purpose 
on ; — of assessing Customs duties on bags, jute cloth, 
— twine, &c., imported. The Tariff, which is as 
follows, came into operation on the 17th ult., and will continue in 
force for 12 months :—. 


Valuations} 
| per kilog. 


Articles. 


Milliémes.} 
Hessian jute or hemp sacks, made of plain cloth, common (Indian) 21} 
quality ... “on (English) 26 


Twilled hessian jute or hemp sacks, common quality 
Hessian jute or hemp cloth, plain or twilled, common 
quality, not exceeding 43d. per yard for the plain > 25 


Jute or hemp untwist twine (the produce of the United 
Kingdom or of British Colonies) oe ove eee 


203 
Old sacks ... 12 


* The Valuation Tariffs are fixed by agreement between the Customs Adminis- 
tration and the principal merchants concerned, and may be denounced by the 
Administration or by the merchants not later than a fortnight before the lapse of 
the period for which they were framed. If not so denounced they remain in force 
for a further term. 

+ Duty is charged on theze valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
Millitme = part of the Egyptian £, which = 0s. 63d. 
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RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Tariff Foreign Office, to the effect that the Russian 
Classification of Customs Department have notified that incan- 
Incandescent  d°scent electric lamps of glass and china, with 
Sheutete Tenn metallic attachment, are to be dutiable under 

the rate o rbls. cop. per pou 

Pegamoid,” &c. per Ib.). 

A further notification is to the effect that “ pegamoid” and 
“dertamoid,” consisting of a tissue covered with a layer of 
chemically prepared cellulose, are dutiable, on importation into 
Russia, under the sections of the ‘Tariff corresponding to the nature 
of the tissue. 


NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Tariff of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General at 
Attenetions Christiania, containing the following list of 

* changes which have been made in the Customs 


Tariff of Norway, taking effect from the Ist ult. :— 


Duty per kilog. 


Articles. 


Old Rate, | New Rate, 


Kron. 6re.|Kron. Ore. 
Transformers (formerly included in 114d)... Free | 5°, ad val, 
Fruits, salted or preserved in vinegar— 
(a) Fruit and orange peel, preserved in brine... 0 75 
(4) Tamarinds, with or without vinega wat 0 20 
(c) Other .., 0 75 
Photographic plates ... ove |Nottariffed 
Electric incandescent lamps ... ove eee 
Clothing, as well as sewn parts thereof, even when 
not entirely finished— 

A.—Linen, even coloured or printed, imported 
starched (including paper, boxes, and other 

Syrup containing over 25 per cent. of glucosc 
Wood and woodenwares— 
(e) Clothes’ pegs ... ose 
(NoTE.—The sections of the “ Wood ” schedule 
formerly numbered 10 (¢) and 10 (f) are now 
10 (/) and 10 () respectively.) 


NotE.—Kilog. = 22016 lbs, Krone = 100 dre = 1s. 1d. 


| 
214 
a 
ll4a | 
142 (3) 
| 
160 (a)! 
166 | 
| 
257 | 
| 
585 | 
New | 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


SPAIN. 
The “Gaceta de Madrid” for the 16th ult. contains the text 
‘Tariff of a Spanish Royal Order, according to which 
Classification of stearic acid, including “cotton  stearine 
“Cotton Stearine.” (derived from cottonseed oil), is dutiable on 
"importation into Spain under No. 145 of the 


Tariff, at the rate of 20 pes. per 100 kilogs. gross (8s. 14d. per 
cewt. gross). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the Customs 

idtenin Tariff and Customs Regulations of the United 

fre er States, which have recently been issued by the 

Treasury Department at Washington for the 
guidance of United States Customs officers and others :— 

Forfeiture of goods.—In the case of goods forfeited for violation 

of the provisions of Section 9 of the Customs Administrative Act, 

the full amount of duty leviable must be exacted, irrespective of 

any question as to the proceeds of the sale of such forfeited goods. 


Corded velvets, or “ velvet cords,” of cotton, are held not to be 
corduroys within the meaning of the first proviso to paragraph 315 
of the Tariff. They are dutiable as “ velvets” or as “ pile 
fabrics” under the first clause of the same paragraph, according” 
as they are bleached, dyed, printed, &c., or not. 


Wire vope mounted on a reel, to which it is bolted, invoiced as an 
entirety and not separable for purposes of appraisement and 
classification, is dutiable in its entirety at the rates provided for 
wire rope in paragraph 137 of the Tariff, the weight and value of 
both rope and reel being taken into account. 

Domestic geese are dutiable as “poultry,” under paragraph 278 
of the Tariff, and are not free of duty as “birds and land and 
water fowls.” 

Ferro-molybdenum, or ferro-alloy, composed of iron and molybde- 
num, used as a crude metal in the production of steel, is dutiable 
as an unwrought metal, under paragraph 183 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. Metallic alloys, generally, are 
dutiable as “ manufactures of metal” (under paragraph 193 of the- 
Tariff) only when they have lost their identity as crade metals 
and have acquired a new name, character, and use. 

Striped jute bags.—Bags of single jute yarns, containing a 
coloured or dyed stripe one inch wide, are held to be substantially 
dyed or coloured, and are therefore excluded from the provisions of 
paragraph 343 of the Tariff, which expressly excludes bags coloured 
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or dyed. They are dutiable under paragraph 347 at the rate of 45 
per cent. ad valorem. Bags, however, containing only a single 
coloured thread, trivial in value, are held not to be coloured or 
dyed bags, and are therefore dutiable under paragraph 343, if 
otherwise coming within its descriptive terms. . |See also the 
Decision with regard to striped jute bags at p. 164 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 24th October last. 

Horse-leg bandages, used for bandaging the limbs of injured 
horses, are not saddlery, but are dutiable, if of woollen material, 
under paragraph 366 of the Tariff, as ‘‘ manufactures of wool, not 
specially provided for.” - 

Passengers’ Baggage.— Paragraph 697 of the Tariff, exempting 
from duty wearing apparel and personal effects of passengers 
arriving in the United States, is held to include all such articles as 
would be included in the term “‘ baggage” according to judicial 
definition ; field glasses and cameras belonging to a passenger 
come within this definition if for the personal use and convenience 
of such traveller, and not intended for any other person or for sale. 
On the other hand, duty is leviable on articles contained in 
baggage which are intended for distribution as presents. 

The personal effects of a resident in the United States, which 
have been accidentally left behind in a foreign country, but are 
forwarded shortly after the return of their owner, are entitled to 
admission free of duty. 

Value of foreign coins.—In reducing foreign standard coins to 
United States currency for the assessment of duties, the basis in 
all cases is the pure metal value of such coins, and not their 
exchange value. 

“ Similitude Clause.”—The provision of Section 7 of the Tariff 
Act to the effect that any article unenumerated in the Tariff “‘ shall 
pay the same rate of duty which is levied on the enumerated 
article which it most resembles” does uot apply to mer- 
chandise resembling articles mentioned in the free list. Accord- 
ingly Rice hull ashes are not free of duty as assimilating to wood 
ashes, but are dutiable under Section 6 of the ‘Tariff, as an 
unenumerated unmanufactured article, at the rate of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

“ Brocades,” a species of bronze powder, are dutiable as such 
under paragraph 175 of the Tariff, at the rate of 12 cents per lb. 

Jute thread waste in the grey, used chiefly as paper stock, but 
also for other purposes, is dutiable at the rate of 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. [See the Decision with regard to waste bagging of 
jute, at p. 554 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 20th March 
rum When the use of an article determines its classification, the 
development of new industries may have the effect of altering a 
classification which has previously held good. 
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With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 24 of the 

Scent “Journal” for the 2nd January last, on the 

Articles of Food. subject of the importation of sulphurated 

fruits into the United States, the Board of 

Trade have now received a circular issued by the United States 

Treasury Department, laying down the following regulations with 
regard to preserved comestibles generally :—- 


(i.) In the examination of comestibles, the condition in which 
the goods are imported, not the condition into which they may be 
brought by subsequent treatment, is considered. 


(ii.) Cherries and other fruits in brine are admissible to entry 
if not containing sulphurous acid in quantities inimical to health, 
and provided that the sulphuration is carried out by processes 
recognised as legitimate by the United States Department of 
Agriculture. 


(iii.) The importation of comestibles treated with salicylic or 
benzoic acid, or other preservatives, save common salt and 
sulphurous acid, is prohibited. 


(iv.) Invoices of comestibles are to be accompanied by a certi- 
ficate from the shipper, without which United States Consular 
officers will not authenticate invoices. The Certificate is in the 
following form :— 


“T hereby certify that neither salicylic acid, benzoic acid, nor 
any other preservative, save common salt and sulphurous acid, is 
employed in the preparation of the goods covered by this invoice ; 
that the sulphuration of the goods is accomplished by a process 
recognised by the United States Department of Agriculture as 
legitimate, as described in the published instructions of the 
Treasury Department of 5th November, 1901, and that the goods. 
do not contain sulphurous acid in quantities injurious to health.” 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 17 of the 
“ Journal,” for the 8rd ult., on the subject of 


ee a a the forfeiture of spirits imported from Canada 
a into the United States in casks containing less 
from Canada. 


than 100 gallons, it is notified in a recent. 
Circular of the United States Treasury Department, that the 
prohibition against such importation does not extend to bottled. 
spirits, nor to spirits in casks containing at least 35 imperial 
gallons intended for the purpose of being manufactured with other: 
articles in accordance with the regulations and under the surveil- 
lance of the Internal Revenue authorities. 
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GUATEMALA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 'a 
: copy of a telegram from Guatemala to the effect 

that the following articles have been exempted 
- ty. from Customs duty on importation into that 


Republic, viz., tar, carboline, iron pipes, iron and wood houses or 
parts thereof, Roman cement, corrugated iron, wood and iron 
pillars and window frames, white lead, and roofing of any kind. 
These exemptions take effect from the 1st inst., and are to remain 
in force for two years. 


i 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


According to the “ Japan Weekly Mail” of the 22nd March, the 
Japanese Consul in Vladivostock reports that 
edie. there will be a considerable extension of the 
SS. Services Russian steamship services connecting the 
connecting the Trans-Asian Railway with ports in China and 
= ey A Japan. The services have hitherto been two, 
Railway with 
China and Japan. One from Vladivostock to Shanghai via 
Kiaochow, Chefoo, Port Arthur, Jinsen, Naga- 
saki, Fusan, Yuensan. 
Another from Vladivostock to Port Arthur via Nagasaki. 
There will henceforth be five services, namely :— 
1. Port Arthur to Vladivostock via Nagasaki. 
2. Shanghai to Vladivostock via Port Arthur, Jinsen and 
Nagasaki. 
3. Shanghai to Vladivostock via Nagasaki. 


4, Shanghai to Vladivostock via Port Arthur, Nagasaki, Fusen, 
and Yuensan. 


5. Dalny (Talienwan) to Chefoo via Port Arthur. 


CUBA. 
The ‘“ Railway Age” (Chicago) of 11th ult. published a full 
_— abstract of the provisions of a new railway law 
a recently established by the Military Governor 
of Cuba 


This abstract may be seen by persons interested at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


| 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


AUSTRALIA. 


A recent issue of the “ Australian Mining Standard” says that 
. : much attention is now being paid to the mineral 
oe — oil deposits in the Australasian States. The 
large deposits of kerosene shale on the Capertee 
and Wolgan Rivers, in the counties of Hunter and Cook (New 
South Wales), have long been known, and Mr. Wilkinson, the late 
Government geologist, expressed the opinion that the deposit 
existing in this field was the largest yet discovered in any country. 
Some nine years ago the Glen Alice Shale Company (a proprietary 
company) took up some 4,000 acres of land under mineral permits. 
The Capertee Shale Company also obtained leases of 2,560 acres, 
and several other smaller areas were held under mineral permit or 
lease, the latter amounting in the aggregate to about 8,000 acres. 
In addition to the land specified, the back lands, which are only 
accessible through the properties already acquired, must amount 
to at least 20,000 acres. The whole of this land, except where 
erosion has taken place to below the shale measures, contains shale 
seams varying in width from 2 feet to 4 feet 3 inches in thickness. 
Taking the smallest thickness (2 feet) as a basis, each acre would 
yield 2,400 tons of shale, and taking 20,000 acres (a very small 
proportion) of the area to be undisturbed, this would produce 
48,000,000 tons of shale, which, at 80 gallons per ton (also a very 
low estimate), would yield 3,840,000,000 gallons of crude oil for 
this deposit alone. Although there are no known deposits of the 
same extent and value as the Glen Alice and Wolgan field, there 
are many others in the State of New South Wales which, it is 
said, would pay well to retort. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” of 4th/17th ult., a 

ine we deposit of emeralds has been discovered 

Senna near the town of Ekaterinburg on some 

; property belonging to private individuals. 

This is the second deposit of emeralds that has been found in the 

district, the first, situated on land belonging to the Imperial 
Cabinet, now being worked by an English company. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A despatch dated 8th ult. has been received at the loreign Office 
The Position of from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, reporting on 
British Trade in the present position of British trade with the 
area ——ny Netherlands in iron and steel. In this report, 

the Consul notes with regret the gradual 
exclusion of British manufacture in nearly all the principal 
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branches of this class of goods. In his opinion, there are two 
principal difficulties to be overcome if the British manufacturer is 
to regain his lost footing in the Netherlands. The first is the 
more universal adoption in this country of the system of 
“Standardisation,” which has made such progress in Germany 
and Belgium in nearly all iron and steel manufactures. This is a 
difficulty, the Consul says, which it ought not to be impossible to 
meet. 

The second difficulty, and a much more serious obstacle, is the. 
existence of trusts or syndicates in almost every principal branch of 
the iron trade in both Germany and Belgium. ‘The principle upon 
which these powerful combinations work is that of keeping prices 
on a high level at home, while making the most extensive and 
serious sacrifices for export orders. In the present depressed 
condition of iron manufactures in the above-mentioned countries, 
these sacrifices have gradually reached a figure at which British 
competition seems next to impossible. As an instance of this, 
the Consul states that in the case of electrical machinery, of which 
considerable quantities will be required in the Netherlands, the 
General Electricity Company of Berlin appear to have resolved on 
acquiring all forthcoming contracts at prices which seem to shut 
out all chances of competition. 

In concluding his report, the Consul again records his strong 
opinion in favour of the compulsory adoption of the metrical 
system by Great Britain. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the New York ‘“ Journal of Commerce” of 14th ult., 
. a preliminary statement issued by the United 
— States Geological Survey regarding the flint 
Felds re and feldspar industries, says that the pro- 
— duction of flint in 1901 amounted to 32,740 
short tons, valued at 133,298 dols., which was a slight increase in 
quantity-over 1900, but a decrease in value. 

The feldspar production showed a decided increase, the total 
quantity mined being 34,742 tons of 2,000 lbs., valued at 
121,422 dols., which shows a decrease in value of 52,237 dols. 
This is partly accounted for by the fact that in 1900 10 per cent. 
of the output was ground by the producer, while in 1901 only 
7 per cent. was so treated. 


NotE.— Dollar = 4s, 2d. 
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GERMANY. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 84 of the “Board of 
... ‘Trade Journal” of 11th January, 1900, H.M. 

Proposed Metrical mercial Attaché at Berlin, d 
Enumeration of mmercial che at Dern, na memoran um 
Foreion Y; to the Foreign Office, says that it is reported in 
MOoreign German Press that the “Central Society of 
German Industrialists” has passed a resolution, in which the 
Imperial Government is called upon ‘to cause a law to be passed 
at an early date making the metrical marking of the weight and 
length of yarns (also when sold wholesale and, therefore, for the 
whole business done in yarns) compulsory. After the lapse of a 
certain interval, before this Law shall be put into force, no yarns, 
marked otherwise than metrically, shall be sold in Germany, nor 
shall they be imported from abroad. For the export, however, to 
places outside the German Customs limits, other forms of numbering 


yarns, shall be allowed.” 


AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Gere Prices from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
j the week ended the 26th ult., were as follow :— 
Wheat... 288. 9d. 
Barley... 268. dd. 
For further particulars see p. 233. . 


A statement is published on p. 234, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
a = imported into the United Kingdom during the 
uce. week ended the 26th ult., as well as of the 

imports during the-eorresponding week.of 1901. 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

With reference to oe notice on p. 269 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
J ournal” of 6th February last, respecting the 
pg ma report on the fourth West. Indian Agricultural 
Conference published in the Journal of the 
Agri = Imperial Agricultural Department for the West 
Deparéme Indies, it should be noted that all the publica- 

tions of this Department are obtainable in London at a ve 


moderate price, on application to Messrs. Dulau & Co.; 37, Soho 
Square, W. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 4th/17th ult., 

Russian exports of sugar to Persia increase 

Me na ay every year. The quantity of Russian sugar 

7 es exported to Persia from the month of Septem- 

ber, 1901, to the 15th March, 1902, amounted to 1,600,000 pouds 
(57,600,000 Ibs.). 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th ult. contains a decree in reference 

a to concessions for water appropriations for 
Irrigation Canals irrigation purposes to private individuals, con- 
taining provisions with the apparent object of 
preventing the granting of such concessions as might conflict with 
the existing plan of hydraulic works. The decree is followed by a 
long list or “ plan” of 205 hydraulic works in Spain to which it 
applies. 


in Spain. 


SALVADOR. 


The “ Bulletin ” of the Bureau of American Republics for March 
last states that the Government of Salvador 
Coffee Industry. recently furnished to the Brazilian Legation in 
the United States an interesting report con- 
cerning the coffee industry in Salvador. This report shows that at 
the present time there are in the Republic 50,000 hectares 
(hectare = 2°47 acres) of land planted in coffee trees, and that 
there still remain in an uncultivated state about 20,000 hectares 
of virgin land suitable for the growing of coffee. 2,000 hectares 
of coffee land formerly under cultivation have been abandoned 
owing to the exhaustion of the soil, but no plantations have been 
abandoned on account of the low prices of the different grades of 
coffee in the markets of the world. 
The average bearing life of a coffee tree in Salvador is given at 
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30 years, and the average production as about ? lb. The average 
yearly exportation is estimated at 50,000,000 lbs., and the average 
cost of production per pound, delivered at the maritime ports of 
the country from whence the exportation is made, about 23d. 

The following table shows the shipments of coffee from the 
Republic of Salvador to foreign countries in 1901 :— 


— Quantity. 


23,815,148 
7,420,280 
4,462,905 


The United States Consul-General at San Salvador reports that 
the coffee crop of the Republic will not exceed 40,000,000 Ibs. 
This is a great decrease as compared with the crop of 1901, which 
amounted to 55,600,000 Ibs. The falling off in the yield is due 
wholly to unseasonable weather. The rains, which fell earlier 
than is usual, caused the plants to blossom prematurely; the 
bloom being afterwards destroyed by the north winds. Later and 
more seasonable rains caused the plants to bloom afresh, but only 
partially, the consequent result being a short crop. 


ARGENTINA. 


According to the “Bulletin” of the Bureau “of the American 

Republics for March, reports from the Argentine 

Linseed Crop. § Republic show that the linseed$ crop of the 

River Plate region will be considerably in excess 

of early predictions. Moderate estimates pointed to a crop of 

8,000,000 bushels but, basing figures on the shipments of the first 

four weeks of 1902, the opinion is becoming general that the crop 
will be 10,000,000 and possibly 12,000,000 bushels. 


224 
Lbs. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 24th ult., was 

Cotton Statistics, 34,422 and the number imported during the 
‘17 weeks ended the 24th ult. was 1,838,776. 

As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 24th 

ult., 5,933 bales, and for the 17 weeks, 138,983. 

For further details see p. 233. 


The Post Office has issued a notice that on - after the Ist 
inst. the postage to be prepaid on letters from 
this po for all in China where 
Post Offices in British post offices are maintained will be 
China. reduced to 1d. per half-ounce, the rate already 

in force for letters addressed to Hong Kong. 
British post, offices are at present established in China at the 
undermentioned ports :— 


Amoy. | Liu Kung Tau (Wei-Hai- 
Canton. | Wei). 

Foochow. . Ningpo. 

Hankow. Shanghai 

Hoihow. | 


A formal investigation was held at the Corn Hall, Diss, on the 16th 
— ult., into the circumstances attending the 
ae explosion of a boiler at Mr. Barker's farm, 

7 : Winfarthing, Norfolk, on the 20th December 

xplosions Act. 

The boiler was of the portable locomotive type, and, together with 
an engine, was hired by Mr. Barker from its owners, Messrs. E. 
Loveday and Sons, for the purpose of threshing oats and cutting 
chaff. 

On the 20th December Mr. H. E. Loveday, one of the partners 
in the firm, went to Winfarthing and took charge of the boiler, and 
at 9.30 a.m., the pressure being about 120 lbs., the strap came off 
the fly wheel: this was replaced, when the boiler exploded. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the gradual 
failure of 11 stays on the right hand side of the fire-box and that 
the boiler was insufficiently stayed for a working pressure of 125 
lbs. They were of opinion that no proper steps were taken to fix 
the working pressuré of the boiler when it was purchased in 1886 
or at any time thereafter, and that having regard to the age of the 
boiler, the owners were guilty of serious neglect ir not having had 
it examined since June, 1900. 

The Court ordered Messrs. Elisha, Loveday, Herbert E. Loveday, 
and Arthur John Loveday each to pay: the sum of 201, towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 
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CANADA. 


The following table, showing the population of Canada by Provinces 
at the census of 1901, with the corresponding 

Census of 1901. figures for the previous census (1891), is from 

' a return recently issued by the Canadian Census 


Department 


Provinces. 1891. 1901. 


No. No. 


British Columbia... 98,173 177,272 
New Brunswick ... 321,263 331,120 
Nova Scotia che = 450,396 459,574 


Prince EdwardIsland .. .. .. 109,078 103,259 
1,648,898 


North-West Territories ... 66,799 158,940 
Unorganised Territories ... 32,168 52,709 


Total... oss ass 4,833,239 5,369,666 


NATAL. 
The following table, showing the value of the trade of Natal 
Trade, First during the first three months of 1902, as 
"of 1902 compared with the corresponding period of 
Quarter * 1901, is compiled from official figures published 
in the “ Natal Mercury ” :— 


Three Months ended 31st March. 


1901. 1902. 


£ 


ports. £ 
From foreign countries ... ... 2,944,852 
other British colonies... 149,500 99,988 


1,827,300 3,044,840 


” 


368,000 1,246,150 


Colonial produce* ... a = ove 254,700 277,466 


Total ... des 622,700 1,523,616 


* Inclusive of wool, hides, &c., produce of the I'ransvaal, Orange River Colony, 
&c., but exclusive of the exports of rough gold valued at 825,235/. for the three 
months ended March, 1902. There were no exports of rough gold during the first 
quarter of 1901. 

NotE.—The above figures are subject to rectification. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The “ Journal of Agriculture” of Western Australia, in a recent 
issue, published an article on the probable 


Pan profits to be derived from the distillation of 
brandy in that State, from which the following 
particulars have been extracted. 


The quantity and value of ardent spirits 
imported into Western Australia in each of the years 1898, 1899 
and 1900 were as follows :-— 


1898. 1899, 1900. 


Gall, | | Gals | | Gall | 
39,309 | 23,694 | 31,550 | 20,204 | 39,993 28,414 


d Schnapps ...| 13,812 | 4,365 | 13,400| 3,953 
Geneva and Schna «| 18,81 65 95 
Gin 2°795 | 9488 | | $31,409) 8,881 
Rum IN) asioge | | 93631 1,671 | 14,447] 2,641 
Whisky ... ... «166,917 | 68,200 | 146,745 | 60,032 | 184,583] 83,515 


Liqueurs ... ... 25108 | 2,061 | 1,652 | 1,552) 2,075! 1,887 
Spirits of wine (rectified)..| 4,700 389 | 2,661 218 1,088; 223 
Methylated 25 | 8,900 | 638 10,440) 879 


These returns show the average price of brandy in bond to be close 
on 10s. to 12s. a gallon, and of whisky between 8s. and 9s. ; 
while they show that the consumption of ardent spirit in Western 
Australia is over J‘5 gallons per head of the population. 

The extensive manufacture of pure Australian brandy at a 
reasonable price has of late done much in Victoria and South 
Australia to limit the importation of adulterated spirits and check 
illicit distillations. 

The manufacture of Australian brandy is, however, susceptible 
of vast improvements, and although it is mostly made of 
“ pricked ” or unmarketable wine, bought for the purpose at a 
greatly reduced price, still, by means of careful distillation and 
proper maturing, three or four of the leading brandy manufac- 
turing firms of the Eastern States have, it is said, lifted it up, in the 
face of unreasonable prejudice, to the level of the best brands of 
French brandy. The trade isa rapidly increasing and profitable one, 
and the Army Commissariat, recognising its merit, now puts it on a 
par on its tender list with the best brands of French cognacplaced 
on the market. 

The writer of the article goes on to give detailed particulars as 
to the cost of production of the raw material, the cost of manu- 
facturing wine, cost of brandy manufacture, and the utilisation of 
refuse, and states that the figures show that, without reckoning the 
interest and sinking fund on purchase of land and cost of manage- 
ment, 100 acres of productive vineyard land would yield, at a cost 
of a little over 1,800/., 9,700 gallons of pure grape brandy, worth at 
least 16s, a gallon. 


| 
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DENMARK. 


According to the “Danish Export Review” for April, a master 
Imitation builder, a native of Denmark, has succeeded in 
Marble producing an artificial marble, to which no 
4 technical difficulties are attached, and which, 
as regards delicacy of transition of tints and play of colour, it 
is impossible to distinguish from real marble, and, moreover, as 
to cost of manufacture, is stated to be fully able to compete with 
all kinds of hitherto known artificial marble. The invention has 
also the advantage that the cost of imitating the most expensive 
species does not exceed that of the cheaper ones. The Danish 
invention is a patented secret of manufacture. 

At the present stage of development of the manufacture, the 
inventor is said to be in a position to produce a slab of any kind 
of marble about half-an-inch thick, at an initial cost of about 7d. 
per square foot. 

The “ Export Review” adds that a wide field is here open also 
to foreign enterprise. 

A collection of samples is on view at the office of the Danish 
Export Association, Copenhagen. 


BELGIUM--FRANCE. 


The “ Moniteur Belge” of 27th ult. publishes the text of an 

Geaniekavetel agreement between the Governments of Belgium 

Sietullers and France, by which reciprocal treatment is 

‘ accorded in Belgium to French commercial 

travellers and in France to Belgian commercial travellers, 
exemption from Licence Duty being granted in both countries. 


GERMANY. 


From information received at the Board of Trade from 
Laid H.M. Commercial Attaché at Berlin and other 

rp ste sources it appears that various syndicates 
or associations of firms in Germany interested 

in the production and manufacture of goods, eg., semi-manu- 
factured iron or steel, which form the raw materials of other 
industries, accord certain rebates or bounties on the export of the 
finished article from Germany to firms buying the semi-manufac- 
tured goods from members of the syndicate. From details which 
have been published in the German press with regard to a 
particular case of such bounties, namely the export bonification 
granted by the “ Halbzeugverband,” or Semi-manufactured Iron 
Syndicate, it appears that that syndicate has recently fixed the 
rate of bonification at 10 marks per ton, the rate previously 
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allowed having been 15 marks per ton. This bonification is 
granted on foreign sales which can be shown to have been made 
before 30th June, so far as they are carried out before 30th 
September, 1902, but must not exceed 334 per cent. of the 
quantities of soft iron received from the works of the Association. 
The examination and determination of the quantities subject to 
bonifications are carried out exclusively by the sale office of the 
syndicate (Vekaufsstelle), and bonification is granted only on such 
quantities as the works order for their own use. 

To avoid disputes the association points out that the rate of 
15 marks per ton hitherto in force applies only to quantities 
actually exported before the end of March; contracts in force on 
1st April fall under the conditions fixed for the second quarter of 
the year. Conditions for grant of bonification are :—1. That the 
articles in question have actually been delivered at places outside 
the German Customs Union and used there. 2. That the works 
have made no agreement of any kind with works outside the 
Association ; and 3, that during the existence of the current agree- 
ment, or during the period that the export bonification is received, 
the works do not order or buy any semi-manufactured iron from 
works not belonging to the Association. If these conditions are 
not adhered to, the grant of the export bonification is to cease with 
retroactive force. 


The ‘“ Dépéche Coloniale” of 27th/28th ult. contains the following 
particulars relating to the progress of the 
German Colonies in Africa :— 

Cameroon.—''he results of the cacao crop of 
the district of Victoria have exceeded all 
expectations, the yield for 1901 having surpassed that of any previous 
year. The various planters have together produced 10,000 quintals 
(quintal = 220°4 lbs.) of cacao, without including 1,330 quintals 
shipped by trading companies. 

German East Africa.— After two years of experimental cultivation, 
it has been established that fruit trees, and especially stone fruits, 
succeed very well at Usambara. 

The peaches have a taste and a smell equal to those grown in 
Europe, whilst almonds, apricots, and plums of all kinds thrive 
exceedingly well. Oni the other hand cherries are a failure. It is 
proposed to extend the cultivation of these fruits on a large scale, 
in order that preserved or dried fruits may become an important 
article of exportation. 

Samples of graphite from the hinterland of Lindi have been 
judged of excellent quality. 

The attempts to domesticate the zebra have completely succeeded. 
It is said that trained zebras sell at from 300 to 500 rupees. 


Progress of 
German African 
Colonies. 
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FRANCE-—INDO-CHINA. 


According to the “ Weekly Mail of census 

‘ as recently been taken of the ulation of 

Cochin-China. Apart from the of Saigon 

"and a few cantons of Mois, the total population 

is 2,909,776. The population of Saigon is 47,577, of whom 5,475 

are French and 300 foreigners. These figures show a notable 
increase. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to a Memorandum received at the Board of Trade from 
Im tae the United States Bureau of Statistics, the 
ial announcement that the importations of manu- 

. facturers’ materials into the United States have 


increased 57 million dols. while the total imports of all kinds were 
increasing but 61 millions, has awakened interest in the details of 
these importations. To supply the information thus asked, the 
Bureau of Statistics has prepared a statement showing the principal 
articles which make up the class known as manufacturers’ materials, 
and comparing the quantity imported in the present fiscal year 


with the same months of the preceding year. This comparison by 
quantities is still more striking than that which presented merely 
values, for it shows a material decrease in the cost of manufacturing 
material per unit of quantity in many cases. 

Raw cotton, silk, wool, fibres, tobacco, hides, rubber, wood, tin, 
copper, and chemicals form the bulk of the importations of raw 
materials for use in manufacturing. In nearly all of these a com- 
parison of the quantities and values of the importations of 1902 
with those of preceding years shows that the increase in quantity is 
greater than the increase in value. In raw cotton, for example, the 
quantity imported in the eight months ending with February was 
63,308,567 Ibs. against 30,831,830 lbs. in the corresponding 
months of last year; yet the value in the past eight months was 
7,496,883 dols. against 4,543,581 dols. in the eight months of last 
year. In other words the quantity more than doubled while the 
value increased but about 65 per cent. Importations of india- 
rubber were, in the last eight months, 33,325,360 lbs. against 
33,281,786 lbs. in the same months ending with February, 
1900; while the declared value of the importations of the past 
eight months was 16,396,157 dols. against 21,474,948 dols. in the 
same months ending with February, 1900. In this case, it will be 
observed, the quantities for the two periods are almost identical, 
whilethe value in 1902 showsareduction of about 33 percent.as com- 
pared with that of 1900. Raw silk,also shows a decrease in the cost 
per unit of quantity. The imports of the eight months just ended 
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were 8,825,541 Ibs., against 8,247,888 lbs. in the corresponding 
months ending with February, 1900; but the cost in the former 
period was 29,258,631 dols., as against 31,843,062 dols. in the 
latter period. In this case it will be observed that the quantities 
are almost identical, but that the cost in the more recent period is 
about 2,500,000 dols. less than that for the earlier period. Of tin, for 
use in manufacturing tin-plate, the imports of the past eight 
months were 47,452,951 lbs., valued at 11,753,472 dols. ; while in 
the eight months ending with February, 1900, the importations 
were 43,738,787 lbs., and the cost 11,884,985 dols. In this case 
the cost in the two periods was about identical, but the quantity in 
the 1902 period was about 9 per cent. greater than in that of 1900. 
Of tobacco, the imports of the past eight months were 18,463,751 
Ibs., valued at 9,500,866 dols., while in the eight months ending 
with February, 1900, they were 12,627,308 lbs., valued at 
8,295,442 dols. Thus, while the quantity shows an increase of 
about 50 per cent., that of cost shows an increase of about 15 per 
cent. Of wool, the imports of the past eight months are 
94,692,988 lbs., valued at 9,909,964 dols., while in the eight 
months ending with February, 1900, the total was 91,802,433 lbs., 
valued at 10,599,181 dols. These figures show an increase in 
quantity of about 3,000,000 Ibs. in 1902 over 1900, but a decrease 
in value of about 500,000 dols. 

A comparison of the figures of quantity in the past eight months 
with those of the eight months ending with February, 1901, shows 
a phenomenal increase in practically all imports of manufacturers’ 
material. ‘The following table shows the quantity of principal 
articles imported for use in manufacturing, in the eight months 
ending with February, 1902, compared with quantities in the 
eight months ending with February, 1901 :— 


Eight Months ending February. 


Copper ore... 
Cotton 

Fibres 

Hides ve “as 
Silk, raw ... ese 4,640,977 
Wool 60,781,332 94,692,988 


| 
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COREA. 
A despatch dated 27th February last has beén received at the 
i Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Seoul, 
— enclosing statement showing the value of the 
; foreign trade of Corea during each of the last 
five years, on which the following table is based :— 


Foreign Trade of Corea, 1897-1901. 


1897. 1898. 1899, | 


£ £ £ £ ee 
Imports ... ... —-...| 1,017,238 | 1,194,066 | 1,022,734 | 1,094,046 | 1,500,265 


Exports— 
Merchandise ... «| 906,737 576,896 499,785 | 943,987 | 863,824 
Gold... 205,527 | 240,047 | 293,338 | 363,305 509,738 


Total ... 1,112,264 | 816,943 | 793,123 | 1,307.92 | 1,373,562 


Total foreign trade £| 2,129,502 | 2,011,009 | 1,815,857 | 2,401,338 | 2,873,827 


The most striking feature in these returns is the marked 
expansion of trade which has taken place in the last two years, 
especially noticeable in the import of foreign gocds and the export 
of gold dust. The decrease in the value of goods exported during 
1901, as compared with the previous year, is entirely due to the 
fact that practically no foodstuffs left the country during the last 
six months of the year owing to the severe drought and consequent 
bad harvest. 

The total excess of imports over exports during the five years 
under review is 425,166l., or a yearly average of 85,033/. If the 
large amount of gold dust which leaves the country every year in 
passengers’ luggage and does not figure in the Customs returns is 
taken into account, it is probable that the excess of imports over 

exports, if any, is very slight. 


| 232 
| 
| 


May 1, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 24th April, 1902. 


Week ended Week ended 
24th April, | April, | 24th APT | Apri, 
1902, 1902. 1902. 1902, 


IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 


- No. No. No. 
American... 9,854 1,495,460 3,827 
Brazilian... 11,311 97,945 — 
East Indian ... ei os 2,124 10,618 50 
Egyptian... 11,095 214,504 1,835 


Miscellaneous 38 20,249 221 
Total ... $4,422 | 1,838,776 5,933 


Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 26th April, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years .pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


Barley. 


d, 
5 


Week ended 26th April, 1902 
Correspondirg week in— 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


233° 
No. | 
77,853 
840 
4,987 
53,037 
2,266 
138,983 | 
| | 
| 
| Wheat. | a | Oats. 
s. d, | | 
1896 ... abs ous 22 6 14 3 
1898 ... oe, wm 27 +10 18 ll 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
26th April, F902, with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended 
26th April, 
1902. 


Animals, living 
Sheep and lambs .. ong 
Swine 


Salted or preserved meat :— 


Beef 
Hams 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or "fresh .. 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than byealting 
Butter 


Milk, fresh, ‘in cans or érume ae 
» cream ove 
condensed . 
other kinds 
Zand game. tinned) 
onl grain meal and flour : oa 
Wheat 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 


21,018 


43,645 


Bushels, 
Cwts. 


by canning ... 
* Not shown in 1901. 


Oorrespond- 
ing week 
in 1901. 
i = obe Number. 7,100 9,496 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... ose = Cwts. 78,404 ~ 109,848 
13,563 19,388 
58,832 21,587 
| 
Cwts. 80,902 68,285 
a 18,255 19,928 
270 
ose ” 16 23 
er Value £ 9,210 8,167 
Cwts. 1,650 4,409 
32,865 56 869 
Cwts. 1,465,938 1,725,700 
453,378 707,400 
Peas $1,687 40,500 
Maize orIndiancorn ... 687,083 886,800 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Cherries... Cwts. 12 = 
Strawberries wwe 4 13 
Unenumerated ... at 235 1,406 
Hops ... obs Cwts. 853 418 
Vegetables, raw :— 
46,455 350,984 
15,421 10,562 
21,089 17,408 
1,168 2,480 
2,115 2,230 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued cn the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 


United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 16th ult. :—State 
ofthe Labour Market in March: Co-operative Credit Banks in 
Ireland: Employment of Married Women in London: Accident 
Insurance.in Germany in 1900: Prices of Coal and Iron ; Employ- 
ment in certain Industries and Districts: Labour in the Colonies 
and Abroad, &c., &ec. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interestin 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual an 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,768. Calais and District, 1901. 

Returns of shipping (dis- Particulars of the passenger 
tinguishing British) at the (including excursion) service 
Port of Calais. between England and Calais. 

Boulogne fruit and vegetable Monthly review of the lace 
trade diverted to Calais. afid tulle industry. 


| 
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Government Publications. 


Tables showing output of 
coal in Pas de Calais and the 
Nord. 

Sanitary statistics. 


Particulars of the local in- 
dustries (other than lace) of the 
Calais district. 


The number contains also reports from the British Vice-Consul 
at Boulogne, Lille (iron and textile trades), and Croix (cotton and 


wool. 


No. 2,769. Chemnitz, 1901. 


Wool-spinning statistics. 

Cotton-spinning statistics. 

Hosiery, glove and weaving 
trades. 

Tables showing the prices of 


No. 2,770. 


The discovery of mineral oil 
the most important feature of 
the commercial year. 

Manufacturing statistics of 
the trade. 

Railway and_ steamship 
systems of the Southern 
Pacific Railway Company to 
_ be concentrated at Galveston. 

Table showing the percent- 
age of imports of each foreign 
country at Galveston. 


yarn, the rate of discount at 
the Reichsbank, the state of 
labour in the metal indus- 
tries, the price of coal, export 
statistics, &c., &c. 


Texas, 1901. 


Particulars of Galveston 
shipping trade. 

Principal articles exported 
in British vessels. 

The cotton trade of the 
district. 

Development of the 
leum industry. 

Grain trade: wheat exports. 

Harbour improvements and 
port facilities at Galveston. 

Statistical table. 


The number also contains a report by the British Vice-Consul at 
Sabine Pass and Port Arthur. 


No. 2,771. Corunna and District. 


Corunna likely to be in future 
the shipping port for minerals 
from Galicia and Leon. 

Particulars of import and 
export trade. 

British shipping at Corunna 
in 1901. 


Agricultural industries. 

Mineral industry. 

Fishing industry (sardines, 
&c.). 

Statistical tables. 


The number also contains reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
at Ferrol, Gijon, Marin, Vigo, Villagarcia, and Vivero. The 
report of the British Vice-Consul at Vivero contains many im- 
portant particulars as to the mineral industry of his district (see 


also pp. 197-8). 


| 
| 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,772. Ciudad Bolivar, 1901. 


Increased trade in 1901. almost entirely on one Vene- 
British manufactured goods —zuelan steamer. 

maintain their position. Statistical tables of shipping 
Shipping communication and trade. 


with the outer world depends 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

A report from the following British Colony has been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” viz. :— 


[ Cd. 937]. Cyprus. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Press telegrams. United Kingdom—Norway. Agreement between 
the General Post Office of the United Kingdom and the General Post ; 
Office of Norway. (Cd. 1,061]. Price 1d. 

This is an agreement between the British and Norwegian Post 
Offices in virtue of Article 17 of the International Telegraph 
Convention of St. Petersburg, providing for the exchange of Press 
telegrams between the two countries at reduced rates. 


The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


_ This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies ; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables, are given in each 
number. 


Agricultural Statistics, Ireland, 1901. Return of Prizes of Irish 
Agricultural Products and Live Stock for the Year 1901. [Cd. 1057.] 
Price 1s. 5d. 

This return, which is issued by the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, contains particulars of the 
average prices of cereals, dairy produce, meat, cattle, &., in the 
various provinces of Ireland during each quarter of last year. 
Comparative tables and diagrams, showing the variations in price 
for a series of years, are also included. 


| 
id 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price No. Place. 
| 


EUROPE— 
~ 57 | Servia 
Trieste ... .-1901 
Spai 
Denmark : 2 Corunna ... 
Denmark(Supplement) 1900 


Trebizond 


AFRICA— 
Somali Coast Protectorate, 
1900- bse 


German Empire and Colonies: AMERICA, NORTH— 
Chemnitz 1901 United States of America: 
German Colonial Estimates Baltimore ... -.. 1901 
for 1902... A Charleston 
Estimates of German Em- Chicago es 
pire for 1d. New Orleaus 
Prussian Estimates for Portland 
Samoa . -1901 
Higher, “Middle and Lower 
Schools of Wiirtemberg .. ‘ AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
lementary report on Honduras 1899-1900 and 
ical Instruction and 1900-01 
Chemical in 
Germany .. e| 1d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Prussian Railways Argentine Republic: 
German Iron trade in 1900 Buenos Ayres ... -1901 
and 1901 ... 
Brazil: 


Greece: Sergipe ... 
Morea ... +1901 
Coquimbo ...  ...1900 


y: 
Naples ... «+1901 Colombia: Republic of 
Colombia (excepting 
Netherlands. Panama)... 
Amsterdam... --1901 
Venezuela : 


Portugal and ome Ciudad Bolivar -1901 
Portugal =A -1900 
ASIA— 


Bussia : China: 
Odessa (Supplement)...1900 Foochow see ++-1900 
»  (Agriculture)...1901 Ssumao and Mengtse... 


” 
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1900, 1901) 1d. 
2762 
nm: 
244, 
2739 
France and Colonies: 2766 | --1901) 1d. 
2768 | Calais ...  ... 23d. 
2737 | France... ... ..-1900) 3d. 
2754 | Havre ... ... 901) 3d. || 2742 
2765 | Nantes... ... » | Id. 
2769 | 
2758 | | 
2h. 
2748 | | 84d. 
| 2d. 
| 2751 | 2d. 
| | 23d. 
2745 | 
572 | 
573 
hd. 
| 574 | 
: 575 | | 2d. 
| 1d. 
| 2760 
2764 
1d, 
2744 | 
144. 
2761 
2746 
2743 Id. 
2750 | ld. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 one 

General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 ai 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
to China and Corea... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana .. 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium. for the 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika... 

Agreement relative to the exchange of Orders 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Northern Nigeria 
British Solomon Islands 
La 


Os 
British Guiana 
St. Vincent 
Jamaica 
Cocos Islands .. 
Cyprus eee 
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No. | thomas | Price. 
2 3d, 
8 
4d. 
4 
1d. 
ld. 
| ad. 
7 | 
| 
| 
61d. 
| 
Ad. 
No. | a | Price. 
346 “a | 18, 10d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far ag 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges om 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists of 
Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., he. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. ; 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spotti ro — in the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
.C., price 23d. 
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